
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 

1992 


Great Music & Sounds 


Get a Letter from Santa! 


>New Windows 
\ RoundTable 


Tmuk v? 





Kyi 








Give the gift of time. 


Now you can introduce a friend 
to GEnie and look like a bigshot- 
without spending big bucks. 

For just $25.00, the new 
subscriber will receive: 

• $4.95 subscription fee will be 
waived for the first month. 

• $15.00 usage credit. 

• GEnie two-manual User’s Guide 
(a $14.95 value). 

This great introductory package 
is worth $34.90, but for a limited 
time, it’s yours to give for just 
$25.00. 


For another $10.00, we’ll throw 
in a snazzy GEnie T-Shirt. That’s a 
$14.95 value ($17.95 Canadian). 

To give the gift of GEnie, type 
CERTIFICATE at any main menu 
prompt beginning in late November. 
But hurry - before this limited-time 
offer runs out. 

(In Canada, this package is priced at 
$30.00 and includes the $5.95 subscription 
fee for the first month, an $18.00 usage 
credit and the two-manual User’s Guide - 
a total value of $40.90). 

GEnie' 

Offer expires 1/31/93. 
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From the Editor 


Happy Holidays 
fromUstoYou 
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W hoever said, “Music hath charms to sooth the 
savage breast” must have been around my 
house at Christmas. Yes, the holidays can be a 
tense time for many of us and when things start getting 
to you this year, try closing your eyes and letting some 
of your cares float away on the wings of music — this 
issue’s theme. You don’t even have to have a stereo if 
your PC is equipped with sound-producing hardware 
and a couple of files from GEnie. See the feature article 
starting on page 3 and the Focus On page for your 
model of computer for some sound ideas. 

Something else you can do is help the kids write to 
SANTA.CLAUS. It doesn’t take long, and every good 
little boy or girl who sends Santa a letter on GEnie will 
receive a personal response, compliments of the GEnie 
sysops who volunteer to answer his electronic mail. Send 
it using Aladdin and remember that GE Mail is part of 
GEnie*Basic. Let your little one dictate while you type. 
Previous years’ letters to SANTA.CIAUS have brought 
home the real joy of Christmas, our children, and Santa’s 
responses are a labor of love. See page 9 for details. 

There’s news about our gateway to Internet and 
RSCARDS Club discounted connect rates in this issue, 
along with an overview of GEnie’s popular Chat Lines. 
And remember: GEnie offers low non-prime time 
connect rates for the long Thanksgiving weekend and 
the weekdays between Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
Type *GENIE and select option 6 for our full holiday 
schedule. 

GEnie management and all the sysops wish you a 
joyous holiday season and a prosperous 1993. 

See ya online! 


GEnie Client Services: 1-800-638-9636 


GEnie LiveWire is published 6 times 
annually for subscribers to GEnie online 
services by GE Information Services, 401 N. 
Washington St., Rockville, MD 20850, 1-800- 
638-9636. Contents may not be reproduced 
without written permission from the 
publisher. Inquiries should be sent to: GEnie 
LiveWire, P.O. Box 6413, Rockville, MD 
20850. (GE Mail Address LIVEWIRE) 


Advertising Sales: Jay Cohen, 401 N. 
Washington Street, Rockville, MD 20850, 
(301) 3404228. 


LiveWire reserves the right to reject or cancel 
any advertising at any time, and shall not be 
subject to any liability for its rejection or 
cancellation. LiveWire reserves the right to 
require any advertising material to be labeled 
“advertisement” if deemed necessary. 


Editor 

Peggy Herrington 

Associate Editor 
Donn King 

Assistant Editor 
KevinJ. McCann 

Publisher 
Neil Harris 

Associate Publisher 
Patricia McCafferty 

Production Manager 
Lew Isner 


Joining GEnie is easy: 

1. Set your communications software to half 
duplex (local echo) at 300/1200/2400 Baud. 

2. Dial toll-free 1-800-638-8369 (in Canada, 
dial 1-800-387-8330). Upon CONNECTion, 
enter HHH. 

3. At the U#= prompt, type SIGNUP and 
press RETURN. 

4. Have a major credit card account number 
ready (in U.S., you may also use your 
checking account). 

© 1992 General Electric Company, 

Primed in U.S.A. 


Peggy Herrington 
Editor 
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A Sound Premise 


The Universal Language 
of Sound and Music 

by Peggy Herrington 


M usic and sound effects form a 
language everybody under¬ 
stands, whether in a popular 
tune or the snap of popping 
corn. Using any 16-bit 
personal computer, you can tap into 
this universal language by down-loading 
something like POPCORN.LHA and — 
corny as it sounds — get some of both. 
That file (#16924 in the *StarShip* 
Amiga Library) along with hundreds 
more in other GEnie Libraries, is part 
of a mammoth collection of music 
MODules (that use both music and 
sound effects to advantage) being 
enjoyed by people who would 
otherwise have problems com¬ 
municating not only in words but in 
the language of digits. 

Compatiblility First 

If, like most people, composing 
music or digitizing effects is beyond your 
expertise, remember that you’re a 
member of a community that loves 
sharing things. Many RoundTable 
Libraries on GEnie contain sound 
effects and music files uploaded by 
generous members expressly for your 



enjoyment. Some real gems can be 
found in Libraries you might not think 
to check, particularly on the Computing 
RoundTables not specific to your brand 
of computer. 

The increased popularity of sound 
cards in IBM-compatibles is evidence 
that more people are becoming aware of 
the importance of sound in personal 
computing, especially for things like 
multimedia presentations. If you’re 
thinking of doing something along those 
lines, don’t overlook the availability of 
sound online. There are several types of 
files but sorting them out is a snap — 
and no, you don’t have to download 
them first. 

Snazzy Sound Effects 

Sound effects are commonly stored 
in files called samples. These are 
digitized “recordings” of things audible; 
a sound tranformed into numbers. 
Without getting technical, a sample is 
usually a small portion (hence the name 
“sample”) of a real world sound stored 
in a form that a computer can 
manipulate. Never perfect renditions, 
samples can come astonishingly close. 
Samples can be made of anything you 
can hear and are usually used as sound 
effects, music instruments, voice cues, or 
snatches of audio recordings played for 
simple enjoyment. They’re neat! There 
are hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
samples available on GEnie. In most 
cases, all you need to hear them is a 
program to make your personal 
computer turn the numbers back into 
sound. Even the simplest sound effects 
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A Sound Premise 


can add a professional touch to desktop 
video presentations. 

Programs that play samples are 
specific to the type of computer they are 
written for, but generally speaking, 
samples themselves are compatible 
between platforms. Like GIF and JPEG 
files containing graphics, samples can 
be played by an IBM-compatible 
equipped with a sound card, or by an 
Amiga, Atari ST, Macintosh II (or 
regular Mac with new sound chips) or 
an Apple Ilgs — and perhaps other 
models as well. 

If you don’t have a program that 
plays samples, find one in the Library of 
your computing RoundTable by 
searching on the term PLAYER. Samples 
can be located by searching for (you got 
it) SAMPLE. And don’t forget to look 
for samples in Libraries other than that 
for your computer. Extensive sampled 
sound effects, for example, can be found 
in Library 25 on the MIDI RoundTable 
(M430;3), and in *StarShip* Amiga 
Library 6. 

Amazing MODs 

Sampled sound effects aren’t the 
only audio files that can be shared by 
ordinarily incompatible computers. 
Samples are commonly used as music 
instruments and, in one case, they are 
actually incorporated — along with 

I - -freeHeurln BBS _ RT. _ ~\ 

| If you’re an author, sysop or user of a | 

■ bulletin board, this RT’s for you. Several j 

■ major systems are supported - with 

* thousands of files. Type BBS and see. \ 

I Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, 1 

| P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. | 

| GE User ID: □□□□□□□□□□□□ | 

j Club Door Phrase: □□□□□□□□□□□□ ] 

_ Date of Access:_Phone: ( ) _ . 

■ Log-On Time:_Log-Off Time:_ • 

I Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires § 

I 12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. I 


music data — into convenient, self- 
contained files called MODs, a term 
that’s short for MODULE with roots in 
the Amiga Sound/Noise/ProTracker 
genre. One of the beauties of MOD 
files is their portability; once you have 
a MOD player program for your 
system, you can download any MOD in 
one easy step, from any Library on 
GEnie, and play it. Nothing could be 
easier! 

Never perfect 
renditions, samples 
can come 

astonishingly close. 

MODs are particularly convenient 
because, traditionally, music data files 
(notes, tempo, etc.) were stored 
separately from instrument files. 
Previously, not only did you have to get 
the music data file, you had to 
download individual instruments for 
that song, and then use a third program 
file of the proper type (often 
commercial) to combine them into a 
song. Messy. 

This better MOD trap developed on 
the Amiga was recently transported to 
other computing platforms, and some of 
the most exciting, toe-tapping music 
you’ll ever hear a PC perform is 
contained within them — complex, 
original scores with rockin’ bass lines, 
hot drum licks, mood-setting sound 
effects and catchy sampled voice lines. 
Not only are MODs as easy a whistling 
Dixie to get, many are so good they’ll 
roll your socks up and down! 

Since they were developed on the 
Amiga, there are more MODs in the 
*StarShip* RoundTable Library 
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(M555;3) at this writing than any other 
single place on GEnie. But remember: 
You don’t have to have an Amiga to play 
them. Any brand of PC equipped with a 
MOD player program will do. MOD files 
are growing in popularity in all 
Computing RoundTable Libraries and 
the MIDI RoundTable has an nice 
collection in Library 14, MOD City. 

Why MIDI? Because some MOD 
players output music data to a MIDI- 
equipped synthesizer connected to your 
PC. To find the best MOD player for you 
needs, check the Computing RoundTable 
pages in this issue or post a message on 
the appropriate Bulletin Board. You’re 
sure to get recommendations. 

My Favorite MODs 

If you look around, you can find 
MODs in just about every musical style 
you’ve ever heard. Some are familiar 
classics but most tend toward Rock or 
New Age. Picking particularly good ones 
isn’t easy because there’s so many, but if 
I had only one MOD to my name, I’d 
want the stormy, haunting #9284 
RAINY_NT.LZH from the Amiga Library 
or perhaps ACID1.LZH from the MIDI 
RoundTable Library. No, wait. Make that 
the MIDI Library’s six-file Fantastic 
Voyage MOD series (#4254 
FANTVOY1.LZH through #4259 
FANTVOY6.LZH) with its fascinating 
tuned percussive effects (musical water 
drops) and pitch bending melodies. Or 
maybe... well, you get the idea. MODs 
are big, but good ones are worth every 
second of download time. 

Caveat 

MODs, samples and even some MIDI 
files are compatible across computer 
platforms. You may, however, encounter 


problems due to archive incom¬ 
patibilities, in particular where the 
Macintosh is concerned. Popular Mac 
archive utilities that produce files with 
the extensions .SIT and .CPT are, as of 
this writing, uncompressable on other 
platforms. Being able to decompress a 
file is the main thing to watch out for 
when you find interesting MODs and 
samples. 

It’s a safe bet, though, that a friendly 
GEnie sysop will make files available in a 
compression you can access should you 
find something you want in a “foreign” 
Software Library. Always feel free to 
leave Feedback to the sysops of that 
RoundTable asking for help in those 
situations. 

D.S. al fine 

Some MOD players perform songs in 
the background while you’re doing other 
things, perhaps while you’re downloading 
more great MOD files or playing games 
with friends in Chat Lines — or, like me, 
writing an article. Sound effects are often 
used as system pick-me-ups and 
incorporated into multimedia pres¬ 
entations. Either way, you don’t have to be 
a techy or even a musician to use them. 
They’re ready to download and play! 

The universal language of music and 
sound differs from all other arts because 
it works in time, where, as you will recall, 
everything is relative. like our emotions, 
sounds and music refuse to hold still to 
be examined — you have to remember 
them to do that. MODs and samples, 
compared to other sound formats, are 
relatively outstanding, and are almost 
always memorable. It’s great that 
personal computers can get into the act. 
Check out the Focus On section in this 
issue for more sound ideas for yours and 
start communicating in the world’s only 
truly universal language. 
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RoundTable News 


Romancing the RoundTable 

by Donn King 


W hat greater pleasure could 
there be than curling up with a 
good book in front of the 
fireplace on these cold winter 
evenings? Well, would you 
believe writing one, or maybe curling up 
on GEnie with an author? 

Exchanging Love for Books 


Heroines, Villains, Plotting, Word¬ 
processing Tips, Agents/Editors, 
Romantic Historical/Historical Romance, 
Yesterdays Gothics vs. Todays, Good 
Guys Wear Fangs (Vampires), The 
Touchy Question of Sex, Sexual Tension 
& Romantic Chemistry, The Romance 
Writer: Fact and Fallacy, “But Mommy’s 
WORKING...Honest!”, and Time 
Management. 


The Romance Writers Exchange 
RoundTable (page 1330, keyword 
ROMANCE) brings together a diverse 
group of people with a common interest. 
It is devoted to women’s fiction and 
romance, and all the sub-genres therein. 
Both readers and writers of women’s 
fiction participate regularly. 

The Romance Bulletin Board is 
divided into categories according to sub¬ 
genre. Categories 3 and 4 contain tips 
and techniques for writing women’s 
fiction. The Bulletin Board also includes 
private categories such as the Published 
Authors Lounge. If you are an aspiring 
but unpublished writer, you may be able 
to enter the Aspiring Authors Lounge. 
There’s also an area for members of 
Romance Writers of America (RWA). 
Topics include The Procrastinator’s Pad, 
Women’s Fiction and Women’s Lib, Pre- 
Writing - Where Do You Start?, Heroes, 


[Free Hour In Sporis St??, 


Name your game, you’re sure to find 
fellow fans here. For sports chats and 
great sports software, join the game by 
typing SPORTS at a main menu prompt. 

Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, 

P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. 

]□ 


GE User ID: 

Club Door Phrase: [ 

Date of Access: _ 

Log-On Time:_ 


Phone: {i 


_Log-Off Time: . 


:□□□□□□□□ i 


nn 


I 


Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires 
12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. 


Especially for Readers 

Avid readers of women’s fiction will 
especially enjoy the Categories 30-34. 
Several well-known authors are on 
GEnie, and topics revolve around both 
particular authors and favorite themes 
within each sub-genre. 

The Software Library offers such 
things as how-to text files addressing 
aspects of writing women’s fiction such 
as #103 SAGMID.TXT, How to Fix 
Sagging Middle; archives of Bulletin 
Board discussions such as #84 
TITLES.ZIP or #80 REALISM.ZIP; 
transcripts of RealTime Conferences 
with authors, such as #50 BETH.RTC 
with Beth de Guzman; and profes¬ 
sional information such as #35 
SHADOWS.DOC, author’s guidelines 
for Silhouette Shadows. 

You can participate live with both 
authors and readers in Real-Time 
Conferences on a regular basis. The 
Romance Writers Exchange holds 
General Meetings on Monday evenings 
at 9 PM Eastern time, and Back to Basics 
meets on Thursday evenings at 11 PM 
Eastern. 

Whether you are an aspiring or 
published author, or an avid reader, the 
Romance Writers Exchange should be 
your virtual home on (iKnic. 
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RoundTable News 


At Last: The Windows RoundTable! 


by Adolfo Santiago 


T he most significant trend to hit 
personal computing in ages is the 
movement toward Graphical User 
Interfaces. These programs are 
called GUIs in the industry, and 
the leader of the pack is clearly 
Microsoft’s Windows. 

While just about everyone agrees that 
Windows is easier to use than MS-DOS, 
optimizing and mastering any GUI can 
be a challenging experience. Of interest 
to Windows users and developers alike, 
GEnie’s new Windows RoundTable is the 
place to find Windows and Windows NT 
assistance of all types. “Windows owners 
can find support for the environment 
itself,” explains Charlie Strom, sysop of 
this exciting new RoundTable. “You can 
also get help with applications running 
under Windows, whether commercial, 
shareware or public domain.” 


Now You Can Do Windows 


The Windows RoundTable Bulletin 
Board contains CATegories on everything 
from installation procedures to 
application development, and several 
topics are already significant forums of 
information exchange. Want to know 
about .INI files, or the best way to 
configure your computer’s memory? Can’t 



HE 5S5-H5S 


Example screen, from #8 WPST32.ZIP from 
the Windows RoundTable Software Library. 


figure out how to get your sound driver 
installed? You’ll find the answers to these 
and all your Windows questions here. 

An aspect of the RoundTable that 
sets it apart is that it caters to developers 
in addition to users. As Rick Dill, 
another Windows sysop, remarks, “This 
gives Windows and Windows NT 
developers a place to obtain quick 
answers to their programming 
questions.” Not only does it provide 
technical help for people developing 
applications, it brings users and 
developers together. This helps 
programmers improve their skills while 
getting feedback and ideas from 
potential customers. And users benefit, 
too, both from the expertise of the 
programmers and from applications 
written specifically with them in mind. 

How many sticky 
notes play The 
William Tell Overture? 

It also means that the Windows 
Software Library is a choice spot for the 
latest and greatest shareware and 
freeware. Take, for example, WinPost, 
an electronic Postlt!™ pad. Instead of 
cluttering up your monitor and desk 
with “sticky” yellow notes, now you can 
view them tidily on your screen — and 
not on the surface either. And how many 
sticky notes have you heard play The 
William Tell Overture as they remind 
you of something? Download file #8 
WPST32.ZIP if this sounds good to you. 

Watch for live Real-Time Con¬ 
ferences with industry luminaries, too. In 
fact, this RoundTable is the one-stop 
answer to all your Windows needs. Type 
Ml335 or the keyword WINDOWS from 
any numbered GEnie page prompt and 
see for yourself! 
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- RoundTable News - 

Just in Timeworks 

by Donn King 


Y our personal computer is a 
wonderful gadget, but it’s just an 
expensive paperweight without 
the right software to make it work 
its magic. 

Let’s say you want to use it to publish 
a newsletter for your business or club. 
Brace yourself — people will say you 
STILL need software that costs as much 
as $700. 

Or, you can turn to Timeworks for a 
potential solution. 

Powerful and Easy 

Timeworks, Inc., producers of user- 
friendly, inexpensive software, recently 
opened a RoundTable on GEnie (page 
1325, keyword TIMEWORKS) where 
they provide support for their products 
and help potential customers get answers 
to their questions. 

Timeworks’ stable of products 
includes PC Data Manager 3.0; Publish 
It! PC 3.0 and Publish It! Windows for 
desktop publishing; Word Writer PC for 
word processing; Publish It! Easy for 
desktop publishing on the Macintosh; 
Publish It! for the Apple II computer; 
and Swift Calc. They also produce sets of 
clip art and utilities for owners of their 
other products. 

[Free Hour In UitixRT.1 

I From beginners to experts, anyone i 

| interested in the Unix operating system | 
| will find a wealth of help here. Type j 
■ UNIX at any main menu prompt. « 

■ Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, s 

| P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. 1 

! GE User ID: □□□□□□□□□□□□ ' 

■ Club Door Phrase: □□□□□□□□□□□□ I 

I Date of Access:_Phone: ( ) _ I 

| Log-On Time:_Log-Off Time:_ | 

I Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires | 

12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. 1 


Inexpensive programs all, the low cost 
of Timeworks’ products do not reflect 
their superior quality. For instance, 
Publish It! PC DOS includes 20 “on-the- 
fly” scalable fonts in 29 styles and every 
size from 3 to 250 points. Publish It! PC 
Windows includes Adobe Type 
Manager™ at no extra charge for “on- 
the-fly” font scaling from 3 to 250 points 
in size, plus 25 scalable fonts in 42 styles. 
Both include a spelling checker, over 100 
ready-to-use sample layout templates, 
built-in word processing and text 
importing, graphics importing, and a 
variety of drawing tools.. 

Inexpensive programs 
all, the low cost of 
Timeworks' products 
do not reflect their 
superior quality. 

Set Up for Support 

Sysop Tim Piazza oversees the 
RoundTable with the assistance of Bob 
Johnson from Timeworks Technical 
Support Services. The Bulletin Board 
includes categories for each of 
Timeworks’ major products, topics 
detailing changes in software updates, 
announcements about new releases, and 
topics for product owners to relax and 
get to know one another. There are also 
several specific topics for asking 
questions. Timeworks’ Software Library 
includes text files detailing features of 
their latest releases, updated printer 
drivers, and software for improved 
handling of graphics tiles. Stop by and 
check them out. 
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For GEnie Kids 


Here Comes Santa.Claus! 

by Peggy Herrington 


T hanks to GEnie’s direct node to 
the North Pole, Santa Claus will 
again answer letters from kids 
all over the world as he prepares 
for his whirlwind tour on 
December 24th. 

That’s right! Even if Mom or Dad 
types it, Santa will personally reply to 
each and every letter sent to him on 
GEnie between December 1st and 
December 21st. Your mail will whiz right 
past stacks of letters being sorted by his 
elves, and go straight to Santa. Just 
address it to SANTA.CLAUS and send it 
by regular GE Mail; we’ll take care of the 
rest. Tell Santa what you would like to 
find under your Christmas tree and 
share your holiday wishes. You can even 
ask about his famous flying reindeer and 
find out what kind of cookies he likes. 

Hey! It's Santa! 

Santa will be visiting Real-Time 
Conferences throughout GEnie from 
December 1st to the 21st as well. And the 
first person to spot him at any 
conference will win a prize! It’s tough to 
hide eight reindeer (tiny or not) so you 
probably won’t need binoculars. Just be 
the first person at that conference to 
correctly identify him for all to see. 

Santa's Workshop 

And that’s not all. As we go to press 
with this issue, Santa.Claus has just 
confirmed that he will make a live 
appearance on GEnie to host a festive 
holiday party in Santa’s Workshop, the 
National Real-Time Conference, from 
6PM to 9PM Eastern time on Saturday, 
December 5 th. 



Santa’s Workshop is especially for 
good little boys and girls (although they 
can bring their parents) where groups of 
kids will discuss gifts that can be found 
on GEnie, things they can do during the 
holidays, and talk about anything related 
to Christmas. Best of all, you don’t have 
to stand in a long line at the mall to 
meet Santa. To attend Santa’s Workshop 
type MOVE 500 or the keyword RTC at 
any numbered GEnie page prompt. 

Don’t miss out! Complete details 
about Santa’s visit are available on 
GEnie*Basic by typing *Santa from any 
numbered GEnie page prompt starting 
December 1st. 

["Free Hour In Laptops RT.~] 

| If you compute on the run, run to this | 

■ RT pronto. It’s loaded with programs g 

. and more for portables and notebooks. J 

• Type LAPTOPS to join us today. * 

I Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, S 

| P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. j 

I GE User ID: n nnHrTTTTTTTI I 

| Club Door Phrase: I II II I I I II ll I I II II II II I ■ 
- Date of Access:_Phone: ( ) _ 

■ Log-On Time:_Log-Off Time:_ * 

I Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires B 

I 12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. I 


GEnie LIVEWIRE 9 






















Softwear 



Jacket, $29.95. 


Navy polo, $22.95. 


Sweatshirt, $29.95. 


Ceramic pin, $5.95. 
Coffee mug, $11.95. 
Key Chain, $4.95 


^ T-Shirt, $14.95. 
Decal, $2.75 (not shown) 


Genuine GEnie garb lets you show the world your GEnie 


pride. Our softwear makes a great gift, too! Best of all, shopping 


is a cinch. Just type *ORDER at any main menu prompt. 


(Only U.S. prices listed). 












RoundTable News 


GEnie Opens the Gate 
(Internet) 

by Alice Amore 


T he Internet, a vast computer 
network linking millions of 
computer users in a variety of 
fields and environments all over 
the world, is now accessible from 
GEnie in the form of an electomic mail 
gateway. 

The Key to the Gate 

When you access the GEnie Internet 
Gateway, you don’t actually connect with 
the Internet in real time. The gateway is 
a “mail server” which can be used only to 
send and receive Internet mail. 

Many Internet-related 
files are in the UNIX 
RoundTable Library. 

Type M207 or the keyword 
INTERNET at any numbered GEnie 
page prompt to “open the gate.” To 
subscribe, choose Option 4. A 
subscription costs $9.95 per month. 


Incoming mail is included, while 
outgoing mail is charged to your GEnie 
account at only $.40 per message. 

Internet mail comes to you along 
with your regular GE Mail. You can send 
it either from page 207 or from the 
regular GE Mail Page (M200). 

"Insert Key Here" 

If you’re experienced with Internet 
mail, you won’t have any problem using 
GEnie’s Internet Gateway. And if you’re 
new to Internet, don’t despair. GEnie 
has several places which offer help. 

Check out the GENIEus RoundTable 
Bulletin Board (M150), Category 5, 
Topic 38, for a lively Internet discussion. 
And the UNIX RoundTable Bulletin 
Board (M160;l) offers Category 12, All 
About the Internet. 

You can find many Internet-related 
files in the UNIX RoundTable Library to 
help get you up and running. Files 
ending with a Z extension require a 
special utility to unarchive; check the 
Unix RoundTable Library for software 
for your platform. 


File Number and Name UNIX Software Library 


3625 COLLEGE-E-MAIL.TXT .... Ways to find an e-mail address for people at various 

U.S. colleges. 

3536 FYUO.TXT.Z. How to find information on the Internet. 

3529 FY(3.TXT.Z. Where to start if you are interested in Internetworking. 

3530 FYI4.TXT.Z. Answers to common questions about Internet 

3533 FYI7.TXT.Z . Questions and answers to common questions 

asked by experienced Internet users. 

3535 FYI9.TXT.Z . Who’s Who in the Internet. 

3624 ZEN.TXT . Zen and the art of the Internet, a complete guide to 

Internet services. 


GEnie LIVEWIRE 11 




















Business Front 


Security Objective Services 

by Jeremy Richard Gentry 
President Security Objective Services 


I nvesting in today’s stock market can 
be like hitching a ride on a whirlwind. 
Trading cycles that used to take 
months to complete now develop and 
end in a matter of weeks. 

In order to compete in today’s 
market, the individual investor needs 
three things: Extensive information on 
current market conditions and factors 
affecting stock prices, a trading advice 
system designed to take advantage of fast 
moving market trends, and immediate 
access to both. 

Now, on GEnie, investors can receive 
the professional help they need from 
WALL STREET SOS and WALL 
STREET SOS OPTIONS ALERT, the 
daily investment advisory publications of 
Security Objective Services (SOS). 

Bull/Bear Index 

SOS concentrates on three areas 
critical to the success of the individual 
investor: Market timing, security 
selection, and a comprehensive security 
recommendation and trading system. 

At the heart of SOS’ investment 
services is the firm’s exclusive Bull/Bear 

j Free Hour In TeleJoke. | 

| There’s never a two-drink minimum at | 
■ our on-line comedy club. Read hot new ■ 
- jokes or bring your own. To join the fun, - 
* type JOKE at a main menu prompt. * 
I Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, I 
| P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. | 

| GE User ID: □□□□□□□□□□□□ | 

■ Club Door Phrase: I II II II II I I II I I I I ll T II 1 ■ 

I Date of Access: _Phone: ( ) _ _ 

* Log-On Time:_Log-Off Time:_ * 

I Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires * 

I 12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. I 


Index. Developed in 1981, this Index is a 
unique method for measuring the flow 
of investment capital into and out of the 
market. 

Using the Index’s precise infor¬ 
mation, SOS determines the most 
advantageous points for issuing 
recommendations on a specially selected 
group of common stocks. The stocks 
recommended in WALL STREET SOS 
are chosen from Standard & Poor’s 500 
Index of blue chip Securities and are 
selected for sensitivity to market trends 
and an unusual degree of price volatility. 

The combination of the Bull/Bear 
Index and the security selection method 
insures the exact timing needed for 
today’s market along with the safety of 
Blue Chip stocks and the potential for 
price movement that is far above average. 

As important as accurate timing is to 
successful stock trading, it is absolutely 
essential to the stock option and index 
option recommendations in WALL 
STREET SOS OPTIONS ALERT. 

SOS OPTIONS ALERT 

For the more adventurous investor 
looking for the potential of amazingly 
high returns, WALL STREET SOS 
OPTIONS ALERT features recom¬ 
mendations and a complete trading 
system for the four most popular index 
options and the stock options on the 
thirty Dow Jones Industrial Average 
stocks. 

Because of their extreme volatility, 
options are ideally suited for the rapid 
price swings of today’s market. However, 
they are not for amateurs. Option traders 
must have the aid of a professional 
timing system, like SOS’ Bull/Bear 
Index, and a tightly disciplined trading 
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system like that found in WALL STREET 
SOS OPTIONS ALERT. 

A comprehensive description of the 
Bull/Bear Index and the stock and 
option trading systems is found in SOS 
online in the files entitled “Using WALL 
STREET SOS and THE BULL/BEAR 
INDEX” and “Using WALL STREET 
SOS OPTIONS ALERT.” You arc 
encouraged to read and study both. 

You can evaluate the profitability of 
the SOS services with the HISTORICAL, 
STOCK and OPTION PORTFOLIO 
files, available from the SOS Library on 
GEnie. These files detail the past three 
years of SOS’ security recommendations. 

SOS investment advisory publications 
provide individual investors with 
information essential to managing a 
successful portfolio: Specific orders on 
which securities to purchase, exactly 
when to purchase and precisely when to 
take profits and sell. 


SI 



Security Objective Services, a 
GEnie$Professional Service, provides the 
information and trading systems, and 
GEnie completes the process with 
immediate, cost effective delivery. 
Together, they give investors the services 
and advantages needed to compete and 
profit in today’s market. Type Ml295 or 
the keyword SOS at any numbered 
GEnie page prompt for details. 


New RSCARDS Club 

Now you can enjoy RSCARDS games choosing from two great 
options: 

1) GEnie’s standard $6.00 per hour non-prime time connect rate, or 

2) By joining the RSCARDS Club which costs $30.00 per month and 
entitles you to the discounted rate of $3.00 per hour for unlimited non¬ 
prime time play of any RSCARDS game at speeds up to 2400 baud! 

RSCARDS Club members are eligible to participate in all RSCARDS 
tournaments at the same discounted hourly rate, although standard 
tournament entry fees apply. You’ll play in the same arenas as non¬ 
members, and be able to converse freely with everyone there. Members 
can also move freely between all RSCARDS games while maintaining the 
same discounted rates. 

RSCARDS allows you to play real-time multi-player games including 
Blackjack, Backgammon, Checkers, Poker, Reversi and Chess with 
GEnie members all over the world, in text or with an optional graphics 
program available online for IBM compatibles, Atari ST, Commodore 
Amiga and 128, Apple Macintosh and llgs. Details and signup info are 
available by typing MOVE 875 or RSCARDS at any GEnie numbered 
page prompt. 
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Meet the late bunch for a special New Year’s Eve Bash at 12PM Pacific (3AM Eastern) Time on 
Thursday Night, December 31st! How to join the fun? Simple! Grab a noisemaker and type LEFT 
COAST at any numbered GEnie page prompt. BYOB! 













GEnie Chat Lines 


Talk of the Town 

by Jane Gold 


Everybody’s talking about Chat Lines. 
It’s a world within the world of GEnie, a 
world of games, fascinating talk, role- 
playing, information, fun and — most 
important of all — friends! 

Can We Talk? 

Love to chat? Then Chat Lines is the 
place for you! You’ll find dozens of 
people to talk with most any evening or 
weekend, from across the country to 
around the world, and the regular crowd 
is a great bunch! They discuss everything 
from politics to music to GEnie gossip. To 
join in, type M400 from any numbered 
GEnie page prompt or use the keyword 
CHAT. If you’re like hundreds of GEnie 
members who visit Chat Lines regularly, 
you’ll keep coming back. 

Who will you meet there? Such 
notables as YA11, Jungle*Jim, Thang, 
Dragon Lady, RainFlower, Andy, Alice, 
and of course, Chat Lines’ vivacious 
SysOp, BonBon. “Chat Lines is the 
Community Center of GEnie,” Bonnie 
observes, “where people of all different 
interests find common ground. No 
matter what area you’re from, you’ll 
meet wonderful people and find 
exciting things to do!” 

If you want to know how your new 



Chat Line’s Camille , File #642 
CAMILLE.GIF. 


Chat friends look, you can download 
GIFs from the Photo Gallery in the 
Software Library on page 400. Take a 
peek at the adorable countenances of 
Diablo, YAH, *Ron*, Suz, and others, or 
let them see the real you by uploading 
your own GIF photo. 

While you’re at it, peek at the profiles 
of Chat people. Hundreds of them have 
put profiles online so you can find those 
with similar interests and nearby 
geographic locations. Making online 
friends has never been easier! 



Three Hunks: Music Man , Woofman and 
Quaalude Warrior, #845 GROUP. GIF. 


Don’t miss Chat Lines’ monthly, The 
Chronicle, a graphic newsletter packed 
with news, gossip, GIFs, and more. It’s a 
great way to get acquainted, and a must 
to stay up-to-date on what’s happening. 

What's it all About? 

Chat Lines has a host of special 
Winterfest ‘92 events planned. These 
include GEnie A-Z featuring many 
different RoundTables, A Super Bowl of 
Trivia, special events throughout 
November and December will fill your 
evenings with a lot of fun and prizes! 

When you enter Chat Lines, you’ll be 
asked for your handle. This is the name 
other people will know you by. There are 
public channels [rooms] in Chat Lines, 
many of which host different events and 
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games simultaneously, though there are 
also unreserved rooms for chatting 
privately, one-on-one, or in groups 
where everyone can participate! 



Popular cutie Hiya!, File #450 HIYA. GIF. 


Getting around is easy. All commands 
are prefaced with a slash (/) and you 
simply type /HELP or ? for a list with 
definitions. There’s almost always someone 
there to lend a hand. Chat HELP staff are 
on duty nightly on Channel 2. ‘Theme 
Chats” are held on various subjects from 
Romance to Teentalk to Alternate 
Lifestyles. You’ll want to check the Chat 
Lines schedule each day for special chats 
and events times. 

Multi-Player Games People Play 

Chat Lines multi-player games are super 
popular, and you don’t need any special 
knowledge or software. Just jump right 
in and play! You could find yourself in 
spirited competition with long-time 
players like Maria or Rising*Star. Why 
not try your hand at Trivia? There’s all 
different kinds, from music trivia to 
trivial trivia, plus Scatterbrained, Chain 
Gang, Babble, Wordfoundry, 5 Alive! 
and other games you’d never imagine 
could be played online! 

Interested in role-playing? TSR and 
Chat Lines co-sponsor several different 
role-playing games at various times. Just 
create a character and join the fun. 
There’s even special chats on how to 
develop an alter ego. 



Chantilly Lace, File #518 CHNTLACE.GIF. 


Talk is Cheap 

Once you discover how much fun 
Chat Lines is, consider one of GEnie’s 
special reduced rate ChatClubs. For only 
$30 a month, all the time you spend in 
Chat Lines is reduced to $3 an hour 
rather than the usual $6 (plus 
surcharges, if any). And the best deal on 
ANY commercial network is ChatClub’s 
$100 a month plan where ALL hourly 
connect fees are waived while you’re in 
Chat Lines (again, except for 
surcharges). Both memberships get you 
special benefits like access to club 
channels and entry into a special area of 
the LiveWire Exchange Bulletin Board, 
plus GE Executive Club Membership 
with additional discounts and perks. For 
details, type the keyword CHATCLUB 
from any numbered GEnie page prompt. 

Chat Lines is a world of its own. Stop 
in and see what everybody’s talking 
about! 

[Freellour In Aladdin RTf] 

| Aladdin™ is an automatic navigation pro- | 

■ gram that makes GEnie a breeze to use. ■ 
J To learn all about its magical powers, ‘ 
I type ALADDIN at a main menu prompt. ■ 

I Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, S' 
| P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. § 

| GE User ID: □□□□□□□□□□□□ | 

Club Door Phrase: □□□□□□□□□□□□ 

■ Date of Access:_Phone: ( ) _ : 

I Log-On Time:_Log-Off Time:_ * 

| Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires ( 

■ 12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. ■ 
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The Hundred Years War 

by James F. Dunnigan 


And now for something completely 
different... 

GEnie’s newest multi-player game of 
Medieval life and politics, the Hundred 
Years War, takes you straight back to the 
14th century — and in ways you never 
thought possible! This unique new 
development in online games is a 
combination of wargame, simulator and 
role playing genres all in a historical setting. 
Join the game at page 945 by typing the 
keyword HYW. The Hundred Years War 
RoundTable is at page 946, which you can 
use without joining the game. 

Some of the innovations in Hundred 
Years War are: 

- A historical wargame that includes 
economic simulation, politics, warfare, 
family life and role playing. 

- The first multi-player game to cover 
the premier conflict of the Medieval 
period, the 116 year war (1337-1452) 
between France and England. 

- A multi-generational game that 
allows your character to die from old age 
or (more likely) violence and then 
assume a new character that was created 
by the marriage of the deceased 
character. 

- An online game explicitly designed 
to be fair to low volume ($30 a month) 


and high volume (as much as you want 
to spend) players. 

- The first online game that uses the 
RoundTable as PART of the game. This 
is in addition to the interactive features 
of the game itself, which allow you to 
interactively talk, fight and carouse with 
other players online. As many as 306 
players can be in one game and more 
than one game runs at one time. 

— All aspects of the Medieval period 
are covered including; dueling, heresy, 
romance, sex, wealth, debt, sickness, 
assassination, kidnapping, inheritance, 
crusades, jury trial, pilgrimage, 
rebellions, battles, outlaws, feudalism, 
chivalry, jousting, adultery, violence, 
drinking, gambling, wars, doweries, 
leading armies, pillage, Chaucer, 
excommunication, cuckolds, castles, 
divorce, pregnancy, treason, the pope, 
four seasons, brigands, ransom, heretics, 
moving through an online map of 
Europe, the Prince of Monaco, 
grandchildren, the Captal de Buch, 
naval battles, illegitimate children, 
lechery, vassals, the Doge of Venice, 
many enemies, casting out unruly 
children, extortion, dying in childbirth, 
seduction, falling off your horse, 
hunting, gossip, bankruptcy, lawsuits, 
begging for your life, 
impotency, passing out 
drunk, unfaithful ser¬ 
vants, food fights, 
eugenics, tavern brawls, 
torture, revenge, not 
going broke playing 
an online game, 
being tortured, The 
Plague, and much, 
much more... 
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Free Hour In Motorcycling. 


Meet cycle, scooter and ATV fans from 
around the world in the Motorcycling 
RT. Swap stories, tips and sources. Type 
MOTO at any main menu prompt. 

Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, 

P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. 

GE User ID: □□□□□□□□□□□□ 


Club Door Phrase: 1 

Date of Access:_ 

Log-On Time:_ 


Phone: ( 


Log-Off Time: 


Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires 
12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. 


Please note: as you enter a RoundTable to use a coupon, you’ll see a 12-letter 
Club Door Phrase. You must write this phrase on your coupon in order to 
redeem it. 


Free Hour In GemStone III. 


With dungeons, princesses and foul 
dragons, this game is multi-player r< 


dragons, this game is multi-player role- 
playing at its best. Forget danger - type 
GEMSTONE at any main menu prompt 

Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, 

P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. 


GE User ID: 


Club Door Phrase: O 

Date of Access: _ 

Log-On Time:_ 


Phone: ( 


Log-Off d ime: 


Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 24(K) baud. Expires 
12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred 


Feeling overworked and underpaid? Chill out! This month, the 
GEnie Voyager Program puts the deep freeze on ten terrific 
products. From motorcycles to laptop computers, you’ll get a 
I free hour in each area to feel your way around - without 
) ^.getting cold feet about connect charges. Besides the two 
[J^coupons below, eight more are hidden in this issue of 
Live Wire. Don’t miss this blizzard of bargains! 
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The Year In Review 

by Kevin J. McCann 


A year in which we 
watched the king of late 
• night television retire, in 
which (whether we wanted to or not) we 
witnessed presidential candidates tear at 
each other, and when, leaving the best 
for last, we saw GEnie’s multi-player 
games reach exciting new pinnacles. 

Front Ends Galore 

Not surprisingly, the wave of the 
future sweeps more and more towards 
virtual reality. Jazzy front end programs 
have been appearing for new games as 
well as for GEnie’s familiar standards, 
adding magnificient graphics, animation, 
sound, and dramatically increasing 
playability for online gaming. 

Text to Graphics 

During 1992, GemStone III, GEnie’s 
undisputed number one multi-player 
fantasy role-playing game for three years 
running, opened new doors with an IBM- 
compatible front end program featuring 
eye-catching graphics, animation, sound 
and powerful yet easy to control player- 
customization. 

Monstrous mechanical behemoths 
from the future took a stand as 

[Free Hour In Commodore Rif] 

| Commodore C-64 or C-128 owners will j 
J be dazzled by the variety of programs, , 

■ tips and tricks available here. Type CBM ® 

I at any main menu prompt to join us. 1 

| Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, | 

| P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. . 

GE User ID: □□□□□□□□□□□□ 

. Club Door Phrase: DDDDDDD O ni_1L_1 [~1 - 

* Date of Access: _Phone: ( ) _ ■ 

I Log-On Time:_Log-Off Time:_ I 

| Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires f 

■ 12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. . 


BattleTech entered the picture. Using its 
IBM-compatible front end program, 1992 
players controlled huge armored robotic 
warriors spouting missies and lasers, to 
name but a few of their weapons, fighting 
alongside comrades in a wartom future. 

Not surprisingly, the 
wave of the future 
sweeps more and 
more towards reality. 

Multi-player RSCARDS, featuring a 
variety of card and board games, released 
an Apple Ilgs version making RSCARDS 
the winner for supporting the largest 
number of different computer platforms 
with graphical front end programs. Classic 
RSCARDS front end programs are 
available on no less than six platforms: 
IBM-compatibles, Macintosh, Amiga, 
Apple Ilgs, Atari ST and Commodore 128. 

Endless Expansion 

As the months passed by, brave explorers 
of 1992 discovered more and more 
previously uncharted territory, often 
filled with terrible creatures in the world 
of GemStone III, along with which came 
treasures, adventure, and occasional 
death. But they prevailed. 

Residents of Dragon’s Gate, another 
popular fantasy multi-player role-playing 
game, also found new areas for the 
myriad races of Dragon’s Gate to explore 
and conquer. Federation II, GEnie’s 
unique space trading multi-player role- 
playing game, grew in different ways, the* 
most notable outwardly expansions 
coming from the players rather than tlu* 
designers. Fedll players began building 
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their own planets, down to the smallest 
descriptions, once they reached a high 
enough rank and collected sufficient 
groats. Daring players also found ways to 
increase their territory in BattleTech — 
planetary captures through hostile 
warfare. Adding to the realism is the 
severing of enemy supply lines, which 
hurts the enemy when it comes time for 
repairs and rearmarment. 

Increased Playability 

At the 1992 GENCON/Origins, the 
largest annual consumer game fair in 
the nation, GEnie and Kesmai 
announced Project ARIES, Alternate 
Realities, an Interactive Entertainment 
Service. 

This joint initiative between Kesmai 
and GEnie provides state-of-the-art multi¬ 
player games to GEnie subscribers. Their 
ARIES UNIX-based RISC computers 
integrate seamlessly with the GEnie 
network, providing significant new 
development opportunities, enhance¬ 
ment, and usage of leading-edge games 
such as Air Warrior and BattleTech. 

The result is better gameplay, 
opportunities for greater development, and 
keeping GEnie and Kesmai at the forefront 
of the multi-player games industry. 

Next Year 

1992 witnessed technological 
breakthroughs in GEnie’s multi-player 


games that set gaming standards which 
future developers will struggle to 
improve upon. To keep abreast of the 
latest developments, visit the Multi- 
Player Games RoundTable Bulletin 
Board, which is a GEnie*Basic service. 
There, you can and talk with designers 
and actually participate in new 
developments next year. 

The joint initiative 
between Kesmai and 
GEnie provides multi¬ 
player games. 

If there’s one thing you can be sure 
of in 1993, it’s that GEnie’s multi-player 
games will enhance gameplay and 
continue to define industry standards, 
providing faster, better quality games 
and most importantly, more fun for you 
and me! 
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Make the Most of GEnie! 

Genie has the power. It can help you work faster and smarter. It can broaden your 
horizons by putting you in touch with interesting people all over the world. It can save 
you a great deal of money on everything from downloadable shareware to the goodies at 
the GEnie Mall. And, thanks to the most exciting and imaginative games available 
anywhere, you can play as you’ve never played before. 

Now there’s a comprehensive guide to make sure you don’t miss out on a single 
GEnie feature or service. Written by best-selling computer author Alfred Glossbrenner, 
this Osborne McGraw-Hill book gives you everything you need to maximize your 
GEnie subscription. 


□ Slashing costs with GEnie* Basic Services 

□ Locating files and downloading programs 

□ The ins and outs of GE Mail 

□ RoundTable Bulletin Boards made easy 

□ Navigation tips and tricks 

□ LiveWire Chat Lines! 

□ Quick-start guides (Air Warrior, GemStone, etc.) 

□ GEnie’s Aladdin software (IBM, Atari ST, Amiga) 

By special arrangement with GEnie, this book includes a 
copy of Aladdin on afloppy disk for IBM-compatible 
computers. If you need a different format or have an Atari 
ST, Amiga you can exchange this diskfree of charge. A coupon good for a $12 GEnie account credit 
is also included to make it easy to sample GEnie Value and GEnie $Professional Servicefeatures. 

What the critics have to say about other Glossbrenner books: 

“Glossbrenner’s knowledge . . . appears to be encyclopedic, 
and he presents it in enjoyable, lucid prose.” PC World 

“Glossbrenner’s admirable feat has been to write a highly readable book that is useful for the 
beginner [and] valuable as a reference . . . this book belongs on your shelf.” PC Magazine 

Order online and charge to your GEnie account by typing * ORDER at any menu prompt. 

To order your copy, please PRINT your address information and make your check payable to Glossbrenner’s Choice 
(U.S. funds on a U.S. bank or U.S. dollar denominated money orders only, please). The cost is $39.95. plus $2 
shipping and handling, for a total of $41.95. For shipment outside the U.S., please add $3 extra, for a total of 
$44.95. Send your order to: Glossbrenner’s Choice, 699 River Road, Yardley, PA 19067 

Name __ 

Address__ 

City_State_Zip- 























Special Events 


Bruce Sterling on 
‘The Hacker Crackdown” 


by Neil Harris 


A s active modem users we’re 
always hearing stories about 
hackers, mysterious young 
people who break into computer 
systems to snoop around, steal 
money, or just for the thrill of it all. The 
press has covered sensational stories like 
Robert Morris’s Internet Worm and the 
infamous German hacker/spy caught by 
Clifford Stoll and covered in Stoll’s own 
book The Cuckoo’s Egg. 

Now a new book, The Hacker 
Crackdown by Bruce Sterling, chronicles 
the sometimes misguided efforts of law 
enforcement officials at the Secret 
Sendee to track down a group of hackers 
believed to be plotting against the 
national 911 telephone system. One of 
the more notable side effects of this 
operation was the raid on Steve Jackson 
Games which very nearly put them out 
of business and whose main offense was 
apparently their work on an upcoming 
game called “GURPS: Cyberpunk.” 

To put this book together, Sterling 
interviewed all the players, from hackers 
to phone company officials, from police 
to civil libertarians. How much of a 
danger were these hackers really? Did 
I lie government do the right thing? This 
book offers enough details to let you 
draw your own conclusions. 

This is Sterling’s first non-fiction 
book, after a notable science fiction 
career where he was one of the leaders 


of the “cyber¬ 
punk” move¬ 
ment Sterling’s 
writing style is 
breezy and 
readable. It 
doesn’t requi¬ 
re any par¬ 
ticular tech¬ 
nical sophis- 
tication. 

The hard 
cover edi¬ 
tion was 
published 

this month by Bantam 
books and retails for $23. The area of 
computer security (or should that be 
insecurity?) covers a lot of ground of 
interest to GEnie members: technology, 
civil liberties, and law enforcement, 
among others. 

If you’re interested in Sterling’s 
fiction, check out some of these: 
Mirrorshades (edited and with some 
work by Sterling), The Difference 
Engine by Sterling and William Gibson, 
Schizmatrix, and Islands in the Net. 
Sterling and many other early 
Cyberpunk writers collaborated on an 
electronic magazine called Cheap Truth, 
which is available for downloading from 
the Science Fiction 8c Fantasy 
RoundTable (keyword SFRT, page 470), 
as files #743 through 758. 




GEnie hosts a special online conference with Bruce Sterling on Monday, 
November 9th at 9:30 PM Eastern time in the National RTC (keyword RTC, page 
500). Expect one of the most interesting online events ever! If that isn’t enough to 
motivate you, the publisher is providing copies of the book, autographed by the 
author, to be given away during the event. 
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Focus On... 


IBM RoundTable 

by Kevin J. McCann 


When we think of IBM it’s generally 
for productivity or (as a few brave souls 
will admit) the wide variety of games 
available. How about the sound of music? 
Probably not, because the typical IBM 
clone doesn’t come with the greatest of 
sound capabilities. But with the large 
installed base of sound cards now, along 
with a nice drop in their prices, maybe 
it’s time for you to think again. 

The IBM PC RoundTable Library has 
literally scores of music and sound effects 
to turn your computer into a virtual stereo 
with the appropriate sound card and 
speakers. As long as you have an Adlib, 
SoundBlaster, or another compatible 
sound card, you’ll be able to hear the 
majority of these tunes which range from 
current rock hits to classical music. 

Great MODs and Players 

Most of the musical files in the IBM PC 
Library are in the form of MODs. Among 
the most popular MODs are Gauntlet 
(#26899 GAUNTLET.ZIP), the nice song 
in 1CARESS.ZIP (#29358), and a fabulous 
collection of MODs in TRKMODS. LZH 
(#25020) which is well worth the 
download time. Many other musical 
MODs await you as well. 

r^reellour In IBM RT. "J 

| Own an IBM or compatible? Here’s your | 

■ source for an amazing array of tips, games, ■ 

! utilities, reviews, expert help and more. * 
I Type IBMPC at any main menu prompt. ■ 
I Fill out all information and mail to: GEnie, I 
| P.O. Box, 6403, Rockville, MD 20850-1785. | 

| GE User ID: □□□□□□□□□□□□ | 

Club Door Phrase: □□□□□□□□□□□□ 

Date of Access: _Phone: ( ) _ J 

• Log-On Time:_Log-Off Time:_ I 

I Valid for non-prime usage only at up to 2400 baud. Expires I 

■ 12/31/92. Limit one per customer. Void if copied or transferred. ■ 


In order to play MOD files, there are 
a number of musical players in the IBM 
Library. One of the most popular fancy 
players for 386 systems is, well — Player 
(original, eh?), a public domain MOD 
player from Holland that supports 
SoundBlaster and Adlib sound cards 
(#26896 PLAYER.ZIP). 

Other popular MOD players include 
InTrack (#28878 ITRKV20B.ZIP) and 
ModPlay (#27339 MP219B.ZIP) for the 
upgrade, and MPLAY210.ZIP (#26892) 
for the player itself. InTrack will run 
under many environments such as 
Windows, Desq-View, and QEMM386. 
The upgraded ModPlay allows you to 
view your favorite 320by200 GIF while 
listening to your jamming tunes. In case 
these files have been updated, do a 
keyword search on PLAYER to locate 
one that fits your needs. 

Sound Effects, too 

For digitized sounds and sound 
effects, check out Sounder (#21101 
SOUNDER.ZIP), a utility that lets you 
play Macintosh sounds on your IBM. 

And don’t neglect your own musical 
genius. You can compose tunes for the 
SoundBlaster with Composer (#26019 
COMPOZ.ZIP), and have the band 
strike up your song for a change. 

Whether you are interested in 
hearing music, sound effects or 
composing, or a combination thereof, 
visit the IBM PC RoundTable to turn 
your IBM into a sound system that will 
have the neighbors knocking at your 
door. For better or for worse. 
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Focus On... 


Macintosh RoundTable 

by Stephen Kahn 


Hundreds of GEnie members upload 
files to the Macintosh Software Library 
each month, and their willingness to 
take the time to share useful and 
entertaining software with fellow GMUG 
members is what makes the Library such 
a valuable resource for all Macintosh 
owners on GEnie. 

Members who enjoy collecting sound 
and graphic files know that the uploader 
name STARSCAPE on a library file 
guarantees an interesting, unusual, and 
often stimulating download. An elusive 
figure who describes himself as 
“someone who works in Hollywood,” 
STARSCAPE’s GEnie activities mostly 
involve uploading files because he enjoys 
sharing his unusual pictures and 
recordings, and providing things you’ll 
not find anywhere else. 

STARSCAPE has uploaded a variety of 
interesting pictures. Some of his favorite 
greyscale files include HIDDEN 
CLOCK.GIF (#23928) and GLORY & 
ART OF WAR.GIF (#23286). Other 
dramatic and sometimes startling uploads 
include ELECTRO-BURGER! .GIF 
(#24184) and MONUMENT VALLEY 
#2.GIF (#24185). His color picture 
SPECTRE OF THE TRACK.GIF 
(#24207) accompanies this article. Two 
of his favorite sound utilities from the 



STARSCAPE‘S SPECTRE OF THE 
TRACK GIF (#24207) 


Mac Library are SOUNDMASTER 
1.7.3.SIT (#22389) and (#20662) SPEED 
BEEP 2.0.6, and his favorite sound files 
include BEYOND THE GREEN ROOM 
(#22150), QUADRA STARTUP #2 .SIT 
(#21496), and HORROR MOVIE 
STARTUP.SIT (#23241). (You can 
communicate with SoundMaster author 
Bruce Tomlin on the BB in Category 5, 
Topic 27 of the Mac BB.) 

Expand your library to 
include MOD sound 
files. 

Besides scores of Macintosh sounds in 
the Library, you can expand your library to 
include MOD sound files from PC 
Soundblaster, Atari ST, and Amiga com¬ 
puters by downloading SOUNDTRECKER 
1.0.CPT (#23295) from Germany. It 
requires a Mac II family computer or 
appropriate sound chip. 

The Mac sysop notes, “This is a 
GREAT soundplayer! It not only allows 
you to play .MODs built on Amigas and 
PCs, but loops constantly and plays the 
sound in the background, providing you 
have about 500K free RAM.” A keyword 
search on MOD will bring up a list of 
additional sound files for use with this 
SOUNDTRECKER. 

For easy examination of the entire Mac 
Library’s riches, you may want to 
download GMUG LIBRARY LIST.CPT 
(#24225), uploaded by BNICHOLSON. It 
provides MS Word 5.0 files of all currendy 
released GMUG files (as of the date 
uploaded), and is set up in tab- 
delimitted columns for easy transfer to 
databases. 
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Focus On... 


*StarShip* Amiga 
RoundTable 

by Jim Meyer 


As the days grow short, the 
temperature drops, and the holiday 
decorations begin to sprout, what’s the 
conscientious Amiga owner to do? Why, 
kick back, wire the Amiga into the 
stereo, and crank out the tunes! Music 
has always been the Amiga’s middle 
name, and the Libraries of the 
*StarShip* bear ample evidence to this. 
Files in The Synth Studio (Library 7) run 
the gamut from classical to heavy metal, 
and are guaranteed to keep you warm 
throughout the winter. 

Music has always 
been the Amiga's 
middle name. 

Each of the various kinds of Amiga 
music — DMCS, SMUS, MOD/Tracker, 
and MIDI — is well represented, with 
one tune often uploaded in multiple 
formats. Use the file type as a keyword 
when you search the library to ensure 
you get the kind of file you can use. If 
you have questions, or just want to talk to 



A seme from #13406BRH)GE_ANIM.LZH, a 
lovely animation of a wintry day . 


fellow Amiga musicians, stop by Room 9 
in the conference area on Tuesday 
nights. MIKE-D hosts a music 
conference at 10 PM Eastern time, and 
every second Tuesday of the month is 
MOD/Tracker night. 

There are far too many music files for 
me to make specific suggestions, but 
there are a number of long-time 
contributors whose work you can count 
on. Principal among them are Dean 
Schold and Patience Eiker, who — with 
the passing of Wayne Pace — continue 
to carry on the tradition of the “Three 
Musketeers” of Amiga music. Wayne, 
Dean, and Patience have been 
responsible for more Amiga music, all of 
the highest quality, than just about 
anyone else. Do a search in Library 7 for 
anything by D.SCHOLD, P.EIKER, 
or WAYNEPACE. You won’t be 
disappointed! 

If you’re after holiday tunes, look for 
CHRISTMAS_SONGS_INDEX. Last 
year’s Index is file #13268, and there will 
no doubt be a new one by the time you 
read this. While you’re sharing holiday 
joy with your friends and family, why not 
use your Amiga as a window into a 
joyous wintry scene? #13406 
BRIDGE_ANIM.LZH is a lovely 
animation of a wintry day. Of course, no 
holiday would be complete without a 
new Amiga under the tree. Stay tuned to 
the 5-MINUTE Weekend News for the 
latest details on new models, operating 
system enhancements, and software. For 
more in-depth information, as well as 
reviews and tips, there’s a new ViewPort 
every month. Between the 5-MINUTE 
News and ViewPort, we’ve got you 
covered! 
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Focus On... 


Atari ST RoundTables 

by John Peters 


Hey, fellow ST’er! Tired of the same 
old downloads? Want to get a little crazy 
and break away from the norm? The 
Atari ST Library has lots of files that are 
different, unusual and, in some cases, 
just plain strange! 

Text files take on a whole new look 
after running them through 
ACCENT.ARC (#4995). Accent will give 
any text file the accent of your choice. 
Options include Japanese, Chinese, 
German, Italian, Pig Latin, Lisp, Stutter, 
Nerd, Cockney and Obscene 
(censored). Another silly text-oriented 
program is HEADLIN2.ARC (#17752) 
which generates silly tabloid headlines 
and talkshow grabber headers (i.e., 
Gardners and the People who Rake 
them!). 

If you’d rather listen than read, 
READER.ARC (#16567) is a simple-to- 
use talking program that will read aloud 
any text file. Another talking program is 
INSULTER.ARC (#10842), but beware! 
It certainly lives up to its name. 

ALPHONE.LZH (#24924) is an 
unusual program that displays all the 



From the Impossible Coloring Book: 
OPPS1.PI2 (#1599) and OPPS2.PI2 
(#1602). 


possible combinations of letters from 
any seven digit telephone number. 

Looking for a way to impress your 
teacher, parents or boss? You’ll find it in 
the demo SONNETS.ARC (#13805) 
where the touch of a key lets you search 
or browse Shakespeare’s Sonnets. 

Want to know how you are feeling 
today? BIORHYTH.LZH (#14238) tells 
at a glance where you are now and 
where you’re headed. For a less 
complicated look, try FORTUNEC.ACC 
(#790) which is a Fortune Cookie DA. 

Graphics-wise, FUJIDSK2.ARC 
(#12012) puts a twirling Atari Fuji icon 
on your desktop. Or drip paint on your 
screen with DRIP.LZH (#23608 
download by number, not name). The 
Impossible Coloring Book? Download 
OPPS1.PI2 (#1599) and OPPS2.PI2 
(#1602). SNAKE.LZH (#24213) is a silly 
little program that moves colors on the 
screen. WORMS.ARC (#7210) simulates 
a worm farm, and with KOZMIC.LZH 
(#22875) you can relive the 60’s as you 
journey to the center of your mind with 
the Kosmic psychedelic pattern 
generator. Groovy! 

When programs like these turn up in 
Desk Accessories (DA’s) weirdness can 
be had anytime you like! Utilities to 
games to police cars can be yours with 
the click of a mouse. Police cars? 
Download POLICE.LZH (#13858). 
Everyone should have Crabs and Mites! 
CRABMITE.LZH (#21312). SEX.LZH 
(#20026) is frustration at its best (and it’s 
rated G!). Other fun DA’s are 
FLIPIT.LZH (#21183), UD.LZH 
(#21241) and MELT.ACC (#3823) all of 
which do some pretty strange (and 
harmless) things to the screen. 

Are these must-haves for your library? 
Probably not. Are they fun and 
entertaining? You bet! 
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Focus On... 


Apple II RoundTables 

by Donald A. Grimes 


November is a cool month. The 
leaves are gone, football season is 
underway, and it’s again time for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas shopping. 

For Apple II owners, there’s a 
multitude of new software and hardware 
offerings. New in 1992 is Apple 
Computer’s System Software version 6.0 
for the Apple Ilgs computer. By the time 
you read this, there may very well be an 
update. It is possible that the long- 
awaited MS-DOS File System Translator 
will be included in the update. The most 
stable and robust operating system for 
any home computer, GS/OS can already 
directly recognize and use volumes in 
Macintosh Hierarchical Filing System 
(HFS), ProDOS, Apple DOS 3.3, and 
Apple Pascal formats. To find the latest 
version of the Ilgs system software at any 
time, do a keyword search in the A2 
Software Library on the term SYSTEM 
SOFTWARE. The Library Staff in A2 
has several suggestions for downloads: 

+19111 LOSTCLASSIC.BXY (TEXT) 

Press release on amazing new project 
+19105 PHYSDEMOS.BXY 
Demo of 150 Physics problems 
+19085 ROBOTS.2.4.BXY 
Neat arcade game for all Apple IIs 
19087 MODZAP.80.BXY 
Amiga MOD music player. Version 0.80 
+19070 KUSTOM.BXY 

Long awaited custom scripts for TIC and CoPilot 
from Gary Utter 
19188 UMDEMO.BXY 
Universe Master Demo from Econ 
19184 SPRINFO.III.BXY (download by number) 
Super Info V3.0 - a must-have NDA! 

+19164 APLWRTR.2.1 .BXY 
APPLEWRITER by Paul Lulus. Freeware! 

+19043 RESURRECT.BXYV2.9 
The Appleworks file recovery program 
+19037 LAUNCH.CMD.BXY 

ProDOS 8 program launching utility 
+19011 RTC.SW1HART.BXY 
Conference with Apple on Ilgs System 6.0 
18948 BOUNCNFERNO.BXY 
Incredible Bouncin’ Ferno game by FTA 

+ Works on 8-bit Apple IIs. 


Our Chief Librarian, Tim Tobin, has 
been extremely busy locating what we 
refer to as “Lost Classics,” older Apple II 
software which has been out of 
circulation for some time. As of this 
writing, he has located and received 
permission to release Apple Writer // 
v2.1 as freeware! Watch the Apple II 
RoundTables for further releases of 
classic, formerly commercial software 
located and re-released by Lost Classics 
chief Tim Tobin! 



Great Amiga MOD music player, #19087 
MODZAP. 80. BXY. 


Computing RoundTables 

Type Keyword or M### at any main 
GEnie prompt 
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A2 

645 
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ST 

475 
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RoundTable 
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ATARI8 

665 
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GErne Mall 

Shop & Save 



CD-ROM External 
Multimedia Upgrade Kit 
w/Sound Blaster Pro 
from Creative Labs 
List Price $899.95 
SALE Price $639.00 
All-in-one kit has: external 
CD-ROM Drive; MS Windows 
3.1 w/Multimedia Extensions 
1.0; MS Bookshelf for Windows 
CD; MS Works; Sherlock 
Holmes Consultant Detective 
CD; and more! Turn your PC 
into a multimedia machine 
capable of combining sound, 
graphics, animation & text. 
MPC Compatible. 

Type EXPRESS 



LOWEST PRICE EVER! 

VHS Full-Size Camcorder 
Outfit 

Includes carrying case, light, 
adapters and FREE 1.5x 
telephoto lens. Features: 
2-lux (less than candlelight) 
8x power zoom lens; fade 
control; auto exposure; and 
full editing system. 

Only $699.99 Type SEARS 



FREE 2-DAY SHIPPING in 
DECEMBER!! 

AIWA NSX350M Mini Stereo 
System w/3 Disc Changer & 
Surround 

Features: digital am/fm tuner; 
double auto reverse cassette 
decks; 9 band spectrum 
equalizer, remote control; 
3-disc CD changer & MORE! 
List $660 ZBEST PRICE 
$429 Type ZBEST 



Give the gift that always fits: 
a JCPenney Gift Certificate 

The perfect gift...when you’re 
not sure what to give! May be 
redeemed for merchandise 
in the JCPenney online 
store, JCPenney catalogs or 
JCPenney retail stores. Can 
be delivered in just 5-7 days 
directly to the recipient or to 
you. Choose $5, $10, $25, $50 
& $100 certificates online. 
Order today. Type JCPENNEY 



THE DOCTOR’S ON DISK 
$59 at OMNI 

The HOME MEDICAL 
ADVISOR converts your 
PC into a 24-hour medical 
reference. Access info on 
diseases, symptoms, tests, 
injuries, medications, 
poisons, diets and fitness. 
Nominated for a Choice 
award by COMPUTE 
magazine. Type OMNI 




















14/400 bps DAM 
14,400 bps RAX 
Voice' 

Caller ID’ 

5 Year Warranty 


Are We Connecting Yet? 


Introducing the amazing new 
SupraFAXModem™ V.32bis! On the 
fax side, it has 14,400 bps send and 
receive fax, Class 1 and 2 com¬ 
mands, and compatibility with the 
millions of Group 3 fax machines in 
use. On the data 


throughput with 


Supra Corporation 


V.42bis compression. (It has MNP 2-5, 
too.) Plus its revolutionary display gives 
you 25 different status reports! And for 
just a little more, you can easily add 
caller ID and voice capabilities later this 
year. In addition to the $399.95 stand¬ 
alone version (without 
software), SupraFAX- 
Modems are available in 
Windows™, DOS™, 
and Macintosh™ 

, packages. 


1 - 800 ^ 727-3658 

7101 Supra Drive S.W., Albany, OR 97321 USA • 503-967-2410 • Fax: 503-967-2401 

* Low-cost, user-installable Voice & Caller ID upgrades available Q3 '92. 

.All trademarks belong to their respective companies. 








